Lancasterian
Inspiring each other and growing together to achieve our best
Inspire – Grow – Achieve

April 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
It is coming to the end of Spring Term, but not the end of the term we were hoping for. This is a very new and difficult way
of life we are experiencing. I know lots of you are feeling anxious about the current situation and I hope the information
and resources on our website are helping you and your family.
Even though we were only fully open for a short time we still managed to have a wide range of different whole school
events.
We had our second family disco of Valentine’s day. The school hall was wonderfully decorated to show the love within
the school and all our families. It was lovely to see both families new to our school and those that are leaving us this year
enjoying time together.
The second whole school event was the very popular ‘World Book Day’. All the pupils enjoy dressing up as their favourite
character and it is good to raise the profile of ‘reading’ with the pupils. Our new English lead teacher planned lots of
fabulous activities to celebrate the love of books. All the staff enjoyed reading to the different classes. I loved being able
to read to Bluebells class.
Earlier in the term we joined a SEND art hub event in Tameside. This was with all the other special schools in Tameside
to commemorate this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day. Most of our pupils were given a ‘teabag’ to decorate and then
these were put together in a giant structure by the art hub. A group of our pupils went to the opening of this exhibition and
were even included in the local paper’s article.
Our High School pupils and those in Year 6 also took part in Careers week in March. Every day a class had a visitor from
an adult with a disability who came to talk to them about their job. This gave all our pupils the opportunity to see
themselves in a range of different job roles when they finished their education.
Our high school art option group had also been involved this year in learning about a range of different art skills. We were
able to submit some of these pieces to the Didsbury Arts Exhibition at Parsonage Gardens.
Finally alongside the development of our PE curriculum and increase in inclusive competitive sports all the pupils and staff
took part in a run a mile event for sports relief. This is something that when we are back in school we will be introducing
on a daily basis, to encourage as much adapted physical activity for all our pupils.
As you can see even in this short half term everyone is continuing to demonstrate our ethos of Inspiring each other to
Grow and Achieve the best they can.
I am not sure when we will all be back into school full time but I am in constant contact with the LA to ensure all our
information is up to date. We will be continuing our work on the website for all the pupils and looking at new and different
ways to interact with our pupils while they are all at home.
Please keep you and your families safe in this difficult time.

Alison Randall
Head Teacher

Sports News
We have been busy this term participating in a variety of sporting
activities both in school and across the city.
In February a high school team played Goal ball against schools
from greater Manchester. This was a new activity for the school
and the pupils had a great time and have learned a lot, ready for the
next competition.

A team of high school pupils enjoyed the amazing facilities
at Sports City when they participated in the Panathlon
event. The team worked extremely well together and were
very strong in every event. They had a great time.

Great fun was had at Bolton Arena with a team of Primary
and Secondary pupils playing Boccia. The
pupils played schools from all over the North
West.

Love is in the air!
The school hall looked amazing as our pupils , parents and staff
danced together at our Valentines day disco. This was a wonderful
opportunity for our school community to come together. We all
enjoyed the disco, dance floor games, photo booth and party food!
We are hoping to arrange many more family events in the near
future.

Pancake fun!

All over school there was a delicious
smell as some pupils took over the
kitchens to make pancakes! Not only
were they delicious to eat but there
was plenty of learning opportunities
taking place ranging from following a
simple recipe, using measuring
equipment and keeping safe in the
kitchen.

Safer Internet Day

“Together for a better internet”
Safer Internet Day was celebrated across school on the 11th February 2020 with the theme: “Together for a better
internet”. The day was a great opportunity to spark conversations about the safe and responsible use of technology, and
to inspire our young people to create a better internet for the future.
In the Primary department we had an assembly where we all explored gadgets that we can all use, and how we can keep
them safe for everyone to use. Some of us also created emoji sentences of what we would like the internet to be.
In the High School the pupils have been discussing the importance of having a password. They have also been identifying
safe and unsafe websites.

Holocaust Memorial Day
This year Holocaust Memorial Day marked 75 years since the liberation of Auschwitz, and the theme was Stand
Together.
We joined with other Special Schools around Greater Manchester and Tameside to create a piece of art.
Within school many classes took part in this, lots of classes learnt about the holocaust and the concentration
camps. Oak class created the tea bags for the sculpture and representatives from Jasmin, Maple and Bluebells
went to visit Thomas Ashton School to see the final sculpture, meet pupils from their school and talk over tea and
biscuits.

On Thursday 5th March we joined the
nation to celebrate the annual World
Book Day. There were lots of story book
characters around school as staff and
pupils dressed up and took part in lots of
literature inspired activities.
Teachers, admin staff and even Mrs
Randall became guest readers for the
day, sharing stories across school. We
even welcomed some pupils from St
Ambrose school who came along wearing
their best costumes and bringing their
favorite stories to share.
The winners for the best costumes went
to Mason in Willow, dressed as Mr Stink,
Cenlie in Bluebells, dressed as the
Cheshire Cat and Lily in Beech for her
home made costume as a Box Troll!
Well done everyone!

World of Work Week 2nd - 6th March
Some primary pupils and the High School classes took part in class -based aspirations visits from
employed adults with disabilities. Classes also dedicated another full afternoon learning about
work roles and developing employability skills.
The visitors were volunteers who talked about their life experiences and how they have achieved
employment. Students then asked questions and got very insightful replies.
In all, we had volunteers visiting 7 classes and all involved felt it was a great success.
Wow! What a lot of work they have done!

Rugby player, Wheelchair dance champion, Basketball player,
Employment advisor, Access consultant, Model, Actor/Actress,
Personal Fitness Trainer, Artist, Author, Receptionist, Admin
Assistant, Youth leader, Secretary, Charity Worker, Carer, Teaching
Assistant, Disability Advisor, Bodybuilder, Sports coach, Volunteer,
Business founder/owner, Wheelchair skills coach.
Our teaching assistant who has a physical
disability Sian; talking to Acorn class

Lancasterian school got in the sporting spirit for Sports
Relief, with children and staff wearing their own sports
clothes. We introduced the daily mile into school and
classes made the most of the sunny day, taking part in our
15 minute challenge. This was great fun and everyone
involved worked so hard. As a school in total we covered
over 100 miles across the day!

This term we have focused on our
eco responsibilities and have put
forward our pledges to the council
of how we will reduce our carbon
footprint. We pledged to: Continue
recycling, seek out bio-degradable
glitter, and to recycle our rubbish
and make it into art! Next we will
be focusing on promoting mental
health in school.

School council news

Pupils from Birch class submitted some art
work for the Didsbury Spring Art show. The
work will be displayed in the Old Parsonage
alongside work from other local Primary and
Special schools. Unfortunately, due to the
Corona virus the parsonage is currently closed
but you will be able to view it online soon! please check out the website for further
information. The children’s art work will stay
up during the period of closure, and will be in
place when they re-open.
www.didsburyparsonagetrust.org.uk

