Lancasterian
Inspiring each other and growing together to achieve our best
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Dear Parents and Carers

I cannot believe how fast this year has gone. The end of my first year as head teacher is here. It has been an amazing
year seeing all the pupils develop, grow and achieve. I am always overwhelmed by the progress and achievements our
pupils make.
I have mentioned the ‘Rose Café’ project through Digital Advantage before. This has continued to develop throughout the
year and will carry on next year. I was very proud of Caley, Beck and Tak Ho from Oak class who presented our ‘pitch’ to
over 100 people at the celebration event on Tuesday. Also congratulations to Beck who was given the Excellence award for
his role in the project.
This time of year is always a time of mixed emotions. We are one day saying good bye to some of our pupils and then the
next welcoming our new pupils. The year 6 prom was a wonderful event which I know all the children and their families enjoyed. It will be lovely to see those pupils staying with us again in September and we wish those moving onto new schools
our very best. The year 11 graduation evening was also a wonderful and emotional event. All of our year 11 pupils are
leaving and moving onto sixth forms in other schools. They have been with us at Lancasterian for a long time. However
they are so grown up now and are ready for the next stage in their education. I wish all the year 11 pupils good luck in their
new schools.
This week we have been welcoming our new pupils for September during the transition events. It is going to be an exciting
year with 2 more classes in the primary school for September. We are welcoming 22 new pupils into the primary school and
13 pupils into the high school.
These new classes has meant that we will be welcoming new staff to school for September. We are also saying goodbye to
some of our staff who are moving onto to new adventures. I would like to take this time to thank, Tim Jones, Mel Burton,
Tricia Ryder, Sam Gore, Ellis Piaf and Bryony Onions, for all their hard work and dedication to the pupils and Lancasterian
school. We wish them well with their new adventures.
In September we will be welcoming Emma Morris, Tania Brooks, Matt Jenkins, Charlotte Scully and Jemma Moorhead.
Finally I would like to thank all the staff and parents for all your support during our recent Ofsted visit. I would also like to
give a very big thank you to the pupils who as always were amazing ambassadors for our school. I
am looking forward to sharing the report with you in September.
Happy holidays and I look forward to seeing everyone again on
Thursday 5th September

Alison Randall
Head teacher

Lavender class
We have been very busy in Lavender class
this term. We have been on spring walks,
looking for signs of spring. We saw lots of
flowers and birds in the trees.

We have been on our weekly trip to Pets at
Home, where we saw rabbits, fish, guinea pigs
and even a snake.! We fed them and brushed the
rabbit’s fur.

In our communication groups, we have been reading a
sensory story about the beach. We have explored
sand, water and shells. We even had our own beach
day outside, where we got in the paddling pool, built
sand castles and had an ice cream treat!

Blossom class
In Blossom Class we have
been learning about Living
Things. We investigated
plants, animals and minibeasts through multi- sensory exploration.

In Maths we have been learning number
concepts, such as long and short and big
and small. We did this through active
learning, digging in soil, finding objects
hidden in the garden, and using dice to
match numbers to quantity.

We have been developing a love for reading! In
English we read the story ‘The Tiny Seed,’ and
explored this using multi- sensory learning. Some of
us have been focusing on listening and matching
letters to sounds.

We love to be creative, and have explored
movement and textures by using our
hands, feet, and whole bodies to respond
to different textures we can feel.

Sunflower class
We have had a lovely last term in Sunflowers.
We enjoyed the story of the Gingerbread Man,
especially the noisy horse toy.

We loved exploring spices from around the
world and painting with spices.

We love ball games and
water play.
We

loved

We love to choose toys to play with to

our

develop our physical abilities of reaching,

educational visit

holding and manipulating materials.

to the Sea Life
Centre

at

the

Trafford Centre
in Manchester.

We enjoyed cause and effect games using
switches to operate toys and games on the
computer.
Friday afternoon has been a lovely time to chill out with
our friends in relaxing activities such as the Foot Spa.

Jasmine class
Jasmine class have enjoyed their learning in the summer term. We really liked learning about money in maths. We enjoyed playing money games with real money and using
the interactive whiteboard.

In computing, we used our
mouse and keyboard skills to
design and make gift cards
for Father’s Day, the Primary
Prom (below) and for our leavers.

In English, we have developed our
speaking and listening skills to answer
simple questions as part of our topic

Reports.

In design and technology, we used our weights and measures
skills to follow instructions and bake some delicious culinary
delights!

In physical education, we used the
soft play room to stretch, perform
yoga and relax.

Bluebell class
This term in our literacy lessons we have
been revisiting past sensory stories and
choosing our favourites to listen to again.
We have finished our Stage 1 phonics and
have been practising writing our first names.
In maths we have been learning about
shapes as well as revisiting our number
work, adding one more and taking away one
less.
In PSHE we have been looking at
relationships and changes, thinking
about who are friends are and who
looks after us. We have been working
on our confidence and resilience in
class.
We

have

also

been

building

our

independence with our workstations,
working towards working on our own
through a set of tasks.

Our Humanities project this term has been Under the Sea,
looking at oceans and sea creatures and environmental
pollution. We have enjoyed lots of sensory play with water
and a trip to the Sea Life centre to see some of the
creatures we have been learning about.
In Science we have been looking at what plants need to
grow and have been planting our own cress and sunflower
seeds.

Acorn class
Acorns class have had a lovely summer term
both inside and outside the classroom. We have
enjoyed developing our independence skills by
shopping for our own Happy Café items in the
Co-op on Burton Road. We had a real treat when
the staff there bought us some ice lollies on a
recent trip! We also went into Manchester city
centre on the tram and visited Manchester Art
Gallery and Central Library. It was a fantastic day
and we loved looking at the art and listening to
stories at the library. We also found out about
the Summer Reading Challenge – please go to
your local library to take part!

In class we have been learning about nonchronological reports in English and researched animals. We found out lots of interesting facts! We have been learning about
the Royal Family in our People & Places lessons. We have enjoyed using an atlas to find
out capital cities in the UK, as well as learning
more about our monarch and the role she
plays in society. In maths we have done lots
of problem solving around capacity, as well as
reading scales and exploring volumes of
different containers.

The children in Acorns who don’t attend wheelchair dance have also
had a fantastic time in their ADT lessons creating bees out of Modroc
alongside children from St. Ambrose. Their finished products are very
impressive!

Willow class
In Willow class we have been learning about Ecosystems where living things survive. We have been
looking after living things including

plants, fish

and local wildlife. We have been hunting in strange
and wonderful places for creatures.

In communication sessions we have been enjoying sensory
stories - Rock Hoppers, Rose’s Garden and Pinocchio. We
have been building our knowledge of feelings, making choices and commenting on the choices of our friends.

In Maths we have been developing our listening,
looking, reaching and matching skills through
Sensory exploration, Music, tower building and
destruction.

Birch class
Birch class have had a busy term! We can’t believe
that we are at the end of the year already! There
has been lots going on and we have been working
hard on our topics, as well as going on a few trips to
local libraries. We visited both Chorlton and
Didsbury libraries over two weeks. The aim was for
our students to familiarise themselves with a library, to sign up for a library card and also to promote independent skills. They loved looking through
the brilliant choice of books and have been learning
to use the machines that issue and return books!

As part of our Humanities topic we have been looking at India.
When we began looking at different aspects of Indian culture,
the pupils especially enjoyed learning about food. We had an
amazing idea that would enable us to sample some of the
country’s cuisine – to create our very own Indian takeaway. We
used Sumrina’s special curry recipe to make a potato and chickpea curry (from scratch!), which we enjoyed with naan bread,
poppadums and mango chutney.

Maple class
Another great term finished, to bring the
year to a close!
In English we learnt how to write recounts, focusing on the experiences of
those who had climbed Mount Everest. We
watched interviews of those who had
reached the summit to inspire our work.
We then went on to explore the work of
Charles Dickens and his tale of Oliver
Twist during our topic on Older Literature. We explored the characters, setting
and language choices. The children particularly enjoyed writing their own case for
the defence or prosecution of Fagin before putting him on trial.

In maths, we focused on measurement where we have
improved our skills of telling the time and giving
change. We also learnt about equivalent fractions and
used a pizza to show fractions of a whole which made
for a very exciting maths lesson.
Last half-term in science we
learnt about reproduction in
plants. We dissected flowers to
get a closer look at their parts
and enjoyed inventing practical
ways to disperse seeds. We then
went on to learn about reproduction in humans.

During this term we also enjoyed Sports Day
where we won certificates for ‘The best dressed’
and ‘Most competitive’ and running the Hook a
Duck stall at the Summer Fair. Thank you for
continuing to show your support.

Beech class on tour!
This year Beech Class have enjoyed some fantastic trips. We visited Stockport Air Raid Shelters to learn about life
during World War 2. The tunnels were very dark and a little bit scary but everyone loved looking around the shelter
and experiencing a little taste of life from long ago.

We went to Blackpool Zoo to look for Asian animals. We found Asian elephants, tigers and orang utangs! We found
lots of other animals too. Danny was especially excited to finally see some of his favourite animals – kangaroos!

Finally we had fun at children’s adventure farm. The animals there are much more friendly than at the zoo and we
were able to feed alpacas, goats, sheep and ducks. Lily and Rio took a sheep for a walk! It thinks it is a dog!

We are looking forward to lots more trips next year!

Oak class
As part of their Duke of Edinburgh
Bronze award Oak class carried out
their two day expedition. They worked
together as a team to erect a giant
tent in the school grounds before
heading to Alexandra Park to complete
an orienteering challenge. On the second day they set up a barbecue area
and cooked sausages and halloumi.
They helped Livvy and Sharon to cook
pasta and sauce on the gas stoves then
roasted marshmallows on skewers. A
great time was had by all!

As part of our work towards the
Asdan challenge we visited
Knowsley Safari Park. This trip
was one of the highlights of our
year. We had great fun. Back at
school we all wrote reports about
our experience.

Our year 6 pupils had a fantastic time
celebrating their end of primary school
with staff and families. The hall was
beautifully decorated in black, gold and
silver and everyone had fun on the
dancefloor and with the selfie booth!
We wish them all good luck as they
move into year 7 in September.

We are extremely proud of our Year 11 students who will be leaving us this year to begin
their next chapter at their chosen destinations. Caley will be moving to Pioneer House,
Anwar will be going to Melland and Dieu Merci will be going to Piper Hill. We wish them all
a bright future.

Our Year 11 students certainly dressed to impress as they celebrated their achievements at
the leavers graduation ceremony. Friends, families, past and present members of staff all enjoyed a buffet and disco, led by our very own DJ Francis!

The sun shone for us on our annual whole
school sports day. Everyone had a fantastic
time and it was great to see some parents
join us for the afternoon. Through a wide
variety of activities, pupils took turns, used
problem solving and developed co-ordination
and physical skills.
Each class represented a different country
with Oak class taking on the roles of Sports
day referee and instructors.
Well done everyone!

We will be saying goodbye to some of our pupils and staff this summer.

Taha is going to North

Arif is going to Abraham

Mckenzie is going to

Ridge High school.

Janiya is moving to

Moss Community school.

Manchester Primary

Tameside.

Communication Academy.
Our staff members who will be leaving us are : Mel Burton, Sam Gore, Patricia Ryder , Ellis Piaf,
Tim Jones, Leilah Applegarth and Bryony Onions. We are very sad to see you leave us but we
wish you success in your next adventures!

