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Inspiring each other and growing together to achieve our best
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Dear Parents and Carers
It is coming to the end of my first term at Lancasterian School. It has been a wonderful term and I have been
made to feel so welcome. I feel like I have always been here. It has been wonderful to get to know all the pupils who amaze me on a daily basis with the wonderful work they do and how supportive of each other they
are. They definitely demonstrate our ethos of Inspiring each other to Grow and Achieve the best they can.
I have also really enjoyed meeting as many of the parents and families as I can. It was good to see so many of
the primary families at the Christmas concert last week. I know everyone seem to enjoy the performance. It
was ambitious to put on a play ‘The sleepy shepherd’ but yet again the pupils rose to the occasion and performed brilliantly.
The high school pupils have also surprised us this term when the ‘pop up’ museum came to visit. The pupils
were so confident and knowledgeable when they were the curators. There have also been some trial pop up
events of the renamed ‘Rose Café’ which have been very successful, the mushroom and humous toastie has
to be tried to be believed. I was very impressed and proud of the Lancasterian pupils.
Our Lancasterian family has continued to change and grow over the past term. Not only have I been welcomed but also new pupils into both primary and high school and new teachers. We have also had to say
goodbye to some of our teachers this term.
Sarah Graham is moving on to a great opportunity in a high school in Manchester. Helen Nuttall has been given the opportunity to develop the MSI provision across schools in Bolton and Halima Khan is moving on to further develop her skills in a mainstream primary school. While we are sorry to see them go, we do wish them
well in their new jobs, I am sure they will be fantastic.
I am very happy to introduce our new teachers Sumrina Shiekh in Birch class, Ella Blackwell in Maple class
and Tricia Ryder in Sunflowers. We have also been lucky enough to gain a new business manager, Sarah
Nicholls, who started last month and a new site manager, Peter Gillings, who started this week.
I am looking forward to meeting more of the Lancasterian families and working together to Inspire, Grow and
Achieve.

Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for the New Year.

Alison
Alison Randall

Lavender News
We have settled into school so well
this term. In Lavender class we have
had so much fun getting to know
our new teachers and friends.
This term we have been
exploring lots of new
textures in our play.

Our topic has been ‘My
Body and Me’. We created
pictures of ourselves.

We have loved exploring
our new school. Especially
the soft play.

In Lavender class we’ve
loved making cakes,
biscuits and other
tasty treats.

Blossom News
In cognition and maths we have been learning
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using our fingers and pencils to trace
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In ‘my body and me’ we learned
our body parts through puppets,
faces and lots of movement! We
have PE doing obstacles courses
every Tuesday, where we have
practiced climbing, rolling and
walking.

We

have

breaks every session.
We have explored Seasons through Autumn and
Winter exploration. We did UV light painting for
Fireworks, and explored Indian artefacts for the
celebration

of

Diwali.

We

all

loved

being

Shepherds in our school production of ‘The
Sleepy Shepherd’.

movement

Sunflowers News

This term we
have been
learning about all
the different
things we do in
the different
rooms of our
homes.

Jasmine News
Jasmine class have been working very hard. We really enjoyed learning about
weight in maths. Ayman was able to show us heavy and light objects around
school. We have been practicing our number skills and Rayhan counted using Pen-

friend. In English, we read, wrote and followed instructions to make porridge,
toast, tea and banana milkshake. We have also been using symbol instructions to
help us to brush our teeth and wash our hands more independently.

We have had a lot of fun preparing for Christmas. We enjoyed performing The

Sleepy Shepherd. We decorated our tree and were visited by Cheshire Adventure
Farm Trust (CAFT). This was a lot of fun (as you can see below!)

Bluebells News

We have been continuing to build our
independent skills in Happy Café,
In IT we have been working with
the BeeBots, giving them instructions and seeing how they move

with the children ordering their own
drinks and snacks from a menu and
counting out their money.

when following them.

Our children played the dizzy
shepherd and his five woolly
sheep in the school play. We
enjoyed making our props and
We have been loving our
sensory sessions, exploring
lots of different lights,
sounds and sensory toys. It
is important to explore in
lots of different ways!

costumes and we hope you enjoyed our performance!

Acorns News
This half term in English we have been learning about instructions. We made biscuits for Children in Need and then
wrote our own instructions for them. We really enjoyed this
topic and learned all about ‘bossy’ verbs and why it’s really important that instructions are in the correct order; so we
don’t get mixed up!

We continue to enjoy learning
about money in our weekly ‘Happy
café’ sessions and in maths lessons.
We are getting better at recognising coins, making the same amount
in different ways and calculating
change.

Willows News
We have been busy this term in
Maths, matching shapes, placing items
in different containers, listening and
responding to environmental sounds
and identifying common objects such
as food items.

We have been using assistive
technology

to

play

our

preferred choices out of two
options. We have also been
encouraged

to

reactivate

music when it stops, using
our own communication to
request “more” or “finished”.

In sessions we have been using assistive
technology, communication books and E-tran
to take part in structured conversations with
peers. We have been encouraged to explore
our feelings using our communication aids, to
express our opinions and to identify common
objects.

Birch News
In Science this half term we have been finding out about
the lungs. We explored how lungs work by making a model
using a plastic bottle and balloon. We even explored some
real animal lungs which we inflated using a bike pump! It
was amazing watching them fill up with air.

In English we have been writing recounts. We have been
learning how to write sentences that show a sequence of
events in time order. We went on a visit to Knowsley safari
park to inform our recount writing. It also linked in with
our geography topic on Africa. We had a fantastic time
seeing all the different animals. It was hilarious watching
the baboons jump all over the minibus!

Maple Class News
This half term, Maple have been hard at work on writing
some adventure stories in English. We learned about the
cycle hero stories tend to all have and planned each part in
detail. There were some superb ideas and we have enjoyed
making our own film trailers for them too!

Honey

Christabel

In science, we have
been learning all about
the circulatory system.
We even made models
of lungs!

Beech News
Beech class have been working very hard this term and
made great progress! We are all trying hard to improve
our spoken English and even gave a talk to the rest of
the class! In Maths we have been exploring number and
shape. We found halves and quarters of fruits and then
ate them! We had a lot of fun making Halloween pumpkins. In Science we investigated pushing and pulling.
Then we found out about what is inside the human
body—we made skeleton puppets!

In English we created a super hero called Bob and a villain called Dave for our class story ’Dave and the burger eating monster’. Bob saved the day when Dave stole
all the burgers from Burger King. In geography we
learned about Africa and wrote information texts
about African animals. We made a PowerPoint in computing and pulled it all together so that each student
gave a talk on their favourite animal to the rest of the
class. We felt like teachers!

Dave

Bob

Oak News
Over this half term we have been enjoying some crosscurricula work where we have combined our work in Humanities and English. As a result we have each written our very
own information text which is all about Africa. We are really
looking forward to sharing these with you so please look out
for them.

We have also completed a RE project where we have invited
visitors in from a local church, and also visited a local church
in order to engage in a Q and A session to support our research about the Christian faith. We wanted to know how the
Bible helps them. As a result of our work Oak class have been
inspired to think about the ways that we can help our local
community in a similar way to the local Christians that we
spoke to do. With your support, we would like to set up a food
bank at Lancasterian. Please look out for more details to follow regarding this.

In Science this half term the pupils have
been learning about ‘Solids, Liquids and
Gases’. We have carried out a range of
different experiments. We discussed
how the particles are arranged differently depending on the state of the material. Our favourite experiment involving melting butter and chocolate and
then finding out whether w could reverse the change.

Oak have been busy all term working alongside Beech
class to set up the new Rose Café. They have had a
long lists of things to do, including creating a menu,
researching and purchasing equipment and comparing
the costs of different supermarkets.

